3oo   PUBLIC INSTRUCTION IN BENGAL.   |>ET. 47-50,

against a sustained conspiracy on the part of his in-
numerable tenants to withhold their rent. Such com-
binations, although occasionally threatened, are in
practice exceedingly rare. In the ordinary course of
rural life, our system of regular justice has immensely
strengthened the hands of the educated and wealthy
classes in the struggle which goes on in a densely
populated country between the rich and the poor. At
the same time our system of public instruction had,
in some parts of India, supplied an excellent educa-
tion to the opulent and upper middle classes at the
cost of the State, and made scarcely any provision for
the education of the masses.

The Earl of Mayo, soon after his arrival, was
struck by the differences between the various Pro-
vinces of India in this respect. In Bombay, for
example, he found schools sown broadcast over the
country, and public instruction planted on a wide
and popular basis. So, too, in the North-Western
Provinces, he saw the indigenous hamlet-schools
(Iialk&b&ndi) carefully conserved, and proving their
vitality, under the exact administration of Sir William
Muir, by a healthy development in the character of
their teaching. In Lower Bengal he found quite a
different system pursued. High-class education
flourished. The Calcutta University, with its central
knot of able and distinguished professors, set the
fashion ta the whole schools of Bengal, and practically
prescribed the teaching in a large proportion of them.
The wealthier section of the community had educa-
tional facilities lavished upon them such as no other